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DR. LAWRENCE M. BERMAN APPOINTED 
CURATOR OF EGYPTIAN AND ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN ART 

CLEVELAND — Robert P. Bergman, director of the Cleveland Museum of Art, has 
announced the appointment of Dr. Lawrence M. Berman to the newly-created post of Curator 
of Egyptian and Ancient Near Eastern Art. The appointment comes as a result of an extensive 
international search over the past six months. Bergman stated: 

“Larry Berman's combination of profound scholarship, his passion and ability to 
communicate to the public, and his extraordinary productivity made him the ideal candidate. 
His collegiality and demonstrated commitment to the museum only added to the strength of 
his candidacy. In combination with the February appointment of Dr. Michael Bennett, 
Associate Curator of Greek and Roman Art, Larry’s appointment completes the museum's 
staffing in the field of ancient art. Our goal of attracting two superb specialist scholar/ 
connoisseurs has been successfully met." 

Dr. Berman joined the Department of Ancient Art as Curatorial Assistant in 1988 and 
has held positions of increasing responsibility. He has been Research Curator of Ancient Art 
since 1994, and Acting Curator of Ancient Art since last fall. 

Commenting on his appointment, Dr. Berman said, “ It's a dream come true! I love 
this museum, and I am thrilled to have the opportunity to continue working with this 
extraordinary collection. I am very excited about completing the new catalogue for our 
wonderful Egyptian collection and the reinstallation of the Egyptian galleries next year. 

And I am really pleased to be overseeing our splendid holdings from the ancient Near East..” 

Dr. Berman is currently completing work on the Cleveland museum's first catalogue 
devoted to its Egyptian collection. Scheduled for release later this year, the scholarly volume 
will catalogue some five hundred objects, most of which have not been previously published. 
He is currently planning a comprehensive reinstallation of the Egyptian galleries, a project 
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funded by the Lila Wallace Reader's Digest Fund as part of the museum's "Convening the 
Community" initiative, and set for completion in the fall of 1999. As part of the same grant, 
he is working on the Egyptian portion of a forthcoming CD audio tour guide system for the 
museum's permanent collection. He is also serving as the museum's curator for the major 
traveling exhibition Gifts of the Nile: Ancient Egyptian Faience, organized by the Museum 
of Art, Rhode Island School of Design, which premieres here May 10, 1998. 

Dr. Berman was responsible for extensive research and scholarship in connection with 
the landmark exhibition Egypt's Dazzling Sun: Amenhotep III and His World presented at 
the museum in 1992. In 1995, Dr. Berman organized and wrote the catalogue for the highly 
successful exhibition Pharaohs: Treasures of Egyptian Art from the Louvre, which 
brought to Cleveland some of the most important sculptures of Egyptian royalty from the 
extensive collection of the Musee du Louvre in Paris. 

Dr. Berman earned his B.A. with honors in history from the State University of New 
York at Binghamton in 1975. He earned his M.A. (1978) and his doctorate (1985) at Yale 
University in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Literatures, specializing in 
Egyptology. On a 1987-88 fellowship from the American Research Center in Egypt, he 
traveled throughout Egypt to pursue postgraduate research on the monuments and inscriptions 
of the reign of Amenemhet I (ca. 1938-1908 BC). Dr. Berman has presented numerous 
academic papers at international Egyptological conferences and continues to publish widely 
on Egyptian art at the Cleveland Museum of Art and beyond. His skills include knowledge of 
ancient Egyptian languages (Old, Middle, and Late Egyptian, Demotic, and Coptic) and 
hieroglyphic writing. 
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